
Audition Packet
Auditions will consist of readings from the script and can be found on pages 5-10 of this
packet. We may also ask you to read for parts that you may not wish to be considered
for. Please take some time to review the play synopsis, character summaries, and other

information provided.

TIPS:

1. Pick one of the monologues to prepare for your audition
2. Be sure to sign up on the ONLINE registration form (CYPA website)

3. Please remember to come in prepared with a BOLD and interesting take on
these pieces. Be really GOOD, be really BAD, but DON'T BE BORING!!!
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Synopsis:
In 1926, radium was a miracle cure, Madame Curie an international celebrity,
and luminous watches the latest rage—until the girls who painted them
began to fall ill with a mysterious disease. Inspired by a true story, Radium
Girls traces the efforts of Grace Fryer, a dial painter, as she fights for her
day in court. Her chief adversary is her former employer, Arthur Roeder, an
idealistic man who cannot bring himself to believe that the same element
that shrinks tumors could have anything to do with the terrifying rash of
illnesses among his employees. As the case goes on, however, Grace finds
herself battling not just with the U.S. Radium Corporation, but with her own
family and friends, who fear that her campaign for justice will backfire.
Written with warmth and humor, Radium Girls is a fast-moving, highly
theatrical ensemble piece for 9 to 10 actors, who play more than 30
parts—friends, co-workers, lovers, relatives, attorneys, scientists, consumer
advocates, and myriad interested bystanders. Called a "powerful" and
"engrossing" drama by critics, Radium Girls offers a wry, unflinching look at
the peculiarly American obsessions with health, wealth, and the
commercialization of science.

Author's Note
Radium Girls is a work of historical fiction. Although it is based on events
that occurred in and around Orange, New Jersey, between 1918 and 1928,
the characters and incidents portrayed have been shaped to serve the
drama. Certain characters are entirely fictitious and others are based on
multiple individuals.
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AUDITION Character List

ROEDER (M): Pronounced = REED-er. Becomes president of the U.S. Radium
Corp. It is when he takes over the company that the switch from dial
painting to more medical pursuits is made. He is a husband and a Father,
and a good man, believing that what he is doing is the right thing and the
greatness of the American Dream. MONOLOGUE OPTIONS: P. 15; P. 50; P. 110

SOCIETY WOMAN (F) - Exemplary of a proper lady, Society Woman leads
official ceremonies and hosts the crème de la crème of a good society.
MONOLOGUE OPTION: P.17

KATHRYN SCHAUB (F) - A friend of Grace, she is the dreamiest and most
romantic of the three girls, always filled with ideas of love. Kathryn is the
first to sense the danger they’re all in and becomes truly afraid. As her own
illness progresses, she becomes more cynical, believing that people will do
and say anything, except what’s right. MONOLOGUE OPTIONS: P. 23; P. 41

VON SOCHOCKY (M): Pronounced = VON Sa-SHOCK-y. The founder of the
U.S. Radium Corp., and the inventor of the luminous paint. When the girls
become ill, he is burdened with guilt, so he offers to testify for them. He gets
sick from the radiation; with the girls, it was in their jaws, for him, it’s in his
hands.H e seems to be the most sincere male character of the show.
MONOLOGUE OPTION: P. 24

FLINN (M) - An industrial hygienist from Columbia University. Scientists see
understanding, regardless of where their findings may lead them... right?
Like anything, science can be corrupted by money. Flinn is a paid consultant
who provides credible testimony that U.S. Radium is not responsible for the
illness and deaths of its employees. MONOLOGUE OPTION P. 51
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SOB SISTER (F) - A tabloid reporter. She follows the story of the “Radium
Girls” and gives them publicity, though the presentation of her stories tends
to be a little more scandalous and outrageous. An increasingly strong voice
of protest against a clearly harmful entity to the public. MONOLOGUE
OPTION: P. 68

GRACE FRYER (F) - A deeply sincere woman, she is always concerned with
doing what’s right. At the start of the play, she believes in the great
goodness of science, but through the course of the play, she faces the trials
of questioning what goodness is as she suffers through her illness inflicted
by the radium paint she worked with. MONOLOGUE OPTION: P. 97
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